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Discussion the theory of Xun zi and Wang The Research
of Zhang Siwei's Clan and Officials'in-laws Interaction

In the Late Ming Dynasty
Cheng, Ting-Yu

Abstract

Zhang Siwei, a jinshi in the 32nd year of Jiajing and a native of Puzhou in
Shanxi, succeeded Zhang Juzheng as Grand Secretary in the 10th year of Wanl..
Because his tenure lasted only ten months, he has received limited scholarly
attention. Previous research has focused mainly on his background in a Shanxi
merchant family, with less emphasis on the interactions within his affinal and
social networks. This study begins with an overview of Zhang Siwei’s life, official
career, and the Zhang family of Puzhou, and then takes his poetic writings as the
primary source for examining his close connections with the Wang, Yang, and
Han families, as well as the operation of these networks within late-Ming politics.
The findings indicate that Zhang Siwei’s political career was supported by local
networks of lineage, native-place ties, and affinal relations, and that his political
actions in turn reinforced the social standing of his family and fellow Puzhou
officials, showing a pattern of mutual dependence shaped by the integration of
gentry and merchants in the late Ming. An analysis of events such as the “Anda
Tribute Peace” reveals that Zhang Siwei and his associates relied on these
networks to exert influence over information flow, policy formation, and the
promotion of political initiatives. This highlights the need to consider the
intertwined structure of central decision-making and local networks when
interpreting late-Ming political operations.

Keyword : Zhang Siwei, "Tiaolutang Collection", "Zhang Siwei Collection", Wanli Grand

Secretary, Shanxi merchant
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On Gu Tai-qing’s Poem and Ci of Exchange with Male

Literati and Their Significance

Lin, Kuan-Teng

Abstract

Gu Tai-qing (1799—-1877)was a renowned female poet and composer of Ci during the Qing
dynasty, whose Ci poetry was considered on par with that of the Manchu composer of Ci, Nalan
Xingde. She was married to Yihui, the grandson of Yongqj, the fifth son of Emperor Qianlong.
Due to her exceptional literary talent, prestigious social status, and sincere, forthright
personality, she maintained extensive social connections that transcended gender, age, and
ethnicity. Previous studies on Gu Tai-qing’s literary circle have primarily focused on her female
companions, while no dedicated research has been conducted on her poem and Ci of exchange
with male literati. However, Gu Tai-qing’s interactions with male literati exhibit distinctive
characteristics in both "patterns" and "value recognition," differing significantly from those of
female literati in contemporary times.

This study focuses on Gu Tai-qing’s poem and Ci of exchange with male literati as
recorded in her poetry collection Tianyouge Shiji and her Ci collection Donghai Yuge. By
examining the modes and processes of these social, literary interactions and comparing them
with those of female literati from the Qing dynasty, this research aims to elucidate the
significance and importance of Gu Tai-qing’s poem and Ci of exchange with male literati within
the context of women’s literary history.

Keyword : Gu Tai-ging, Women of the Qing Dynasties, Women's Literature, Male Literati,
Poem and Ci of Exchange
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h being a softer aspirate than in our words “humble, host, heavy,” as in hdarap to trust,

hania except, mahal dear, bulih can, and for the most part as imperceptible as in

“honour, hour, honest,” such words as abis expended, /i the interiour country, flang

lost, are accordingly written without the h. As an evidence of the propriety of this, so

far as the ear is concerned, it may be observed that all travellers have agreed in spelling

the word stan (in the familiar name of 6rang-iitan) without an aspirate, although written
hiitan.®’
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40 Nala Huiying Lee :The other phenomenon that is common in fast speech is that word-finally, liquids and glottal
fricative can be omitted. For example, in their coarse forms, kapal ‘ship’ becomes kapa in fast speech, and
boladzar ‘study’ becomes baladza. Non-coarse forms are affected too. For example, dapor ‘kitchen’ becomes
dapo, pe el ‘good character’ becomes pe e, and buah becomes bua ‘fruit’. There appears to be connected to the
rule that deletes final /c/, /I/, /s/ after raising to /e/ in refined speech. The difference between these two
phenomena is that final /c/, /1/, /s/ is mandatorily deleted after raising to /e/ in refined speech, whereas word-
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An Investigation into the Phonetic Transcription of
Cantonese Dialects in “Malay-Cantonese Phonetic
Translation and Interpretation”

—With a Focus on the Correspondence of Entering-

Tone Codas

Loo, Siao-Yun

Abstract

“Malay-Cantonese Phonetic Translation and Interpretation” (1890) is a Cantonese-Malay
dictionary compiled by Mr.Feng Suizi, a merchant from Shunde, Guangdong. The work
contains over 1,600 entries, primarily covering daily life and commercial trade expressions,
along with short conversational phrases. Its unique feature lies in using Cantonese to transcribe
Malay pronunciation with Chinese characters. Although it’s a Malay dictionary, it does not
include any single Malay word in its original script. As such, the book preserves a wealth of
late 19th-century Cantonese phonological features and developments, making it a valuable
source of historical phonological data.

From the perspective of diachronic phonology, this paper analyzes the Cantonese—Malay
correspondences in terms of temporal and regional linguistic features, and compares them with
contemporary Cantonese—English pedagogical materials compiled by missionaries. The
analysis shows that in “Malay-Cantonese Phonetic Translation and Interpretation”, the Jing (%)
group and the Zhi—Zhuang—Zhang (F1;£ &) groups initials have already merged. In the vowel
system, the monophthongs u, y, and 1 have not yet undergone diphthongization, and the finals -
om and -op have disappeared—patterns consistent with the phonological developments of late
19th-century Cantonese in Guangzhou. Meanwhile, characters belonging to the initial ng- in
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the first and second division of the Yi (5%) group still retain a velar nasal onset, showing no
direct alignment with the Shunde dialect.

This study further examines two special uses of entering-tone characters in representing
Malay syllables:(1)entering-tone finals are used to transcribe weakened Malay final consonants
-h, -1, and -1, relying on auditory similarity to reproduce their brief, weakened closure through
the short and abrupt quality of entering-tone codas; (2) in connected speech, the apparent
duplication of entering-tone characters and the following onset reflects the rhythmic flow and
stress patterns of spoken language. Both strategies prioritize phonetic resemblance over strict
syllabic segmentation, highlighting the compiler’s intent to reproduce real spoken
pronunciation. These features reveal that the work functions essentially as a Malay oral

conversation manual rather than a conventional dictionary.

Keywo rd: Malay-Cantonese Phonetic Translation and Interpretation, Cantonese, Malay,
Phonetic Correspondence, entering-tone
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