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The Doctrine of Dao in Zhuang Zi Studies

by the Xin Xue School

Lyu, Yi-Yi

Abstract

In the mid-Northern Song dynasty, Zhuang Zi studies experienced a shift from textual
analysis to deeper philosophical exploration. The Xin Xue school, led by Wang Anshi, played
a key role in this transformation. Though part of the Confucian tradition, the Xin Xue school
was heavily influenced by Daoism. Many members, including Wang Anshi, Wang Pang, and
others, wrote on Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi, using a method of interpretation that refreshed
Confucian ideas while also building a framework of “expounding heavenly principles to explain

human affairs.”

This paper examines the Xin Xue school’s interpretation of Dao in Zhuang Zi studies,
focusing on their ideas about the relationship between Dao and Qi (vital energy), and the
concept of duality. They saw Qi as the driving force behind the creation and transformation of
all things, linking the metaphysical (Dao as principle) with the physical (Dao in function). They
often used duality, such as Yin and Yang, to explain the Dao-things relationship, believing that
while all things exist in pairs, the Great Dao itself does not. Their approach blended Confucian,

Daoist, and Buddhist perspectives, reflecting an inclusive and integrated philosophical outlook.

Keywords: Song Dynasty, Xin Xue school, Zhuang Zi studies, Dao theory
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Dedicated Servant, Filial Son @ the Construction and

Portrayal of We1 Xueyi's Filial Image

Hsu, Ping

Abstract

This paper analyzes discourses in the Ming—Qing Dynasties that construct the Ming
intellectual Wei Xueyi ZHEZ/F ( 2-1626) as a filial son. Wei Xueyi is a son of Wei Dajhong %
K (1575-1625), a loyal minister in Late Ming who perished in the party strife during the
Tianqi Era, known as one of the representative figures in the Donglin (58££) Movement. Shortly
after his father's demise, Wei Xueyi passed away, and his death, believed to be a consequence
of the overwhelming grief from his father's passing, was referred to as “Filial Devotion unto
Death” (Si Xiao 3E2%).

In this study, I analyze how late Ming literati discuss Wei Xueyi's demonstration of filial
piety and his portrayal as a model of a death befitting one's life. The paper includes three
chapters that show different discourse contexts. Chapter one traces the earliest discussions
attributing the representation “Filial Devotion unto Death” (Si Xiao EZ) to Wei Xueyi.
Chapter two analyzes the prefaces of the Moayan Collection ¥ 7ZE£E, a collection of Xueyi’s
poems and articles edited and published by his friends Qian and his father. Chapter three shows
how the story of Wei Xueyi in the prefaces was transmitted and altered in local chronicles and
notes.

In the process of analysis, we observe how discourses place different emphases due to
readership and the author's position. Additionally, we gain deeper insights into the perspectives
of Ming and Qing intellectuals on death, as well as their reflections on how to appropriately

embody loyalty and filial piety.

Keywords: Wei Xueyi, Moayan Collection, Filial Piety, Late Ming Dynasty,
Donglin Movement
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Modern and Hairstyles and Poetry: The Writings on
Women's Haircutting and Perming in Poetry News

during the Japanese Colonial Period

Chuang, Yueh-Lin

Abstract

During the Japanese colonial period, the Japanese government
regarded the practices of Taiwanese people such as hair braiding, foot
binding, and opium smoking as major social vices. Among these, the issue
of male hair-cutting has garnered considerable attention in contemporary
academic discourse, whereas the trends of modern women cutting and
perming their hair have been largely overlooked. Poetry News, the longest-
running classical literature magazine during the Japanese occupation,
featured a substantial number of poems focused on women's hairstyles,
particularly addressing hair cutting and perming. This paper examines the
poems in Poetry News to explore contemporary views on women's hair
cutting and perming. The findings reveal two main perspectives: one
praising these practices for their modern aesthetics, hygienic convenience,
and promotion of freedom and equality, and the other condemning them
for their blind conformity, perceived ugliness, erosion of traditional values,
and threat to social etiquette. These poems reflect the intersection of
Chinese traditional culture and Western popular culture, providing insight
into the strategies of Taiwan's Sinology scholars under foreign rule.
Through the medium of Chinese poetry, they both preserved Chinese
culture and cleverly avoided politically sensitive issues, while appealing to
readers who were either drawn to modern trends or supportive of classical
traditions.

Keyword : Japanese Colonial Period, Poetry News, Women, Hairstyle,
Hair cutting, Hair perming
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