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Crystal Writing in Han and Tang Poems Fus

Huang,Shui-Yun®

Abstract

Crystal (water essence) is the most magical, spiritual and crystal-clear mineral. It
can be used as a character accessory or a daily utensil. It not only has various
functions, but also gives people a unique aesthetic imagination. The Han and Tang
Dynasties were the two most powerful empires in ancient China. They had great
development and influence in terms of material culture, social system, humanities and
art. This article intends to collect vocabulary related to "crystal" based on the poetry
texts of the Han and Tang Dynasties, and explore the categories and thematic
connotations of crystal products through examples. It explains that the crystal writing
in the poetry of the Han and Tang Dynasties not only enriches the themes of chanting
objects, but also deepens the symbolism of crystal imagery. The nature and profundity,
its aesthetic taste, artistic rhetoric and cultural connotation all show the spirit of the
prosperous Han and Tang Dynasties.

Keywords : Crystal, Water essence, Han and Tang Dynasties, Poems Fus,

Theme of Chanting Objects

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Chinese Culture University.
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Interpreting Lao Tzu's Direction Under Fusion
of Three Religions Taking Cheng,Xuan-ying's
Lao Zi Yi Shu about Taoism as an example to

1llustrate

Ieong, Weng-Si *

Abstract

The interpretation of Laozi in the Tang Dynasty, under the integration of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, enriched the ideological content of Laozi and
developed a new interpretation direction. Cheng Xuanying's Laozi Yishu is the most
complete interpretation of Laozi in the Tang Dynasty. His statement can reflect the
characteristics of Tang Laozi.This article takes the Taoism of Laozi Yishu as an
example to illustrate. First, from the content of Changdao’s thoughts, it can be seen
that the essence of Changdao is nature-based: Cheng Xuanying often uses yi zhong
zhi dao, zhong xuan zhi dao, san yi zhi shuo and other Buddhist and Taoist concepts
to explain the characteristics of Changdao, but they all use natural for this.Secondly,
the realm presented by the permanent way is zhong xuan zhi jing: although Cheng
Xuanying takes the Buddhist san jie as the state of being attached and lost in the
normal way, and the Taoist san qing as the state of removing attachment and realizing
the permanent way, it is only a metaphor to illustrate, because the way of discussing
the way does not depart from nature, and Its chang sheng jiu shi zhi dao also does not
focus on the objective cultivation of the body and become a god, so the realm of its
constant path is zhong xuan zhi jing based on nature.From Cheng Xuanying's Laozi
Yishu, we can see that although his statement also interprets Laozi by citing the
contents of the three teachings, it still belongs to the context of Taoism. Clarifying the

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Common Core Education Committee Chinese Education Division,
Nation Taiwan Normal University.
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distinction between Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism in Laozi Yishu will help to
understand how Laozi learned from different schools of thought in the face of the
integration of the three religions in the Tang Dynasty, opened up and interpreted the
new face of Laozi, and cited various schools of thought. At the same time, how to
form a systematic argument without losing the essence of Taoism.

Keywords: Fusion of Three Religions, Laozi, Cheng,Xuan-ying, Laozi
Yishu, Taoism
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Jingjiao in the Scattered Plays of
Wan-huoVoices and Their Variations in

Transmission

Hou,Shu-Chuan®

Abstract

Zhiyun collected 68 titles of Kunqu zhezi plays from the Northern drama,
performed during the late Ming dynasty. These were compiled into a collection named
Wan-huo Voices, published in the fourth year of the Tianqi era (1624). Among these,
six plays are designated as jingjiao zhezi plays, namely “Records of the Three
Kingdoms: Single sword meeting,” “Journey to the West: Imperial farewell for the
westward journey,” “The reincarnation record: Judgment and reincarnation, ”~ “
The wind song record: Desperation at Gaixia,” “The blossom record: Self-lament of
the evil ghost, ” and “The pearl record: Searching for sound below the city.” In
each play, the main jingjiao roles were portrayed by characters such as the red-faced
Guan Yu, butterflylike flower-faced Judge Hu, black-faced Xiang Yu, blue-faced Lu
Qi, and an unnamed gatekeeper in a war-torn setting. Additionally, Wan-huo Voices
includes plays that do not specify the main role's classification, such as “The golden
mink record: Jingtang feigning madness” and “The west chamber record: Huiming
carrying the book,” where the main roles of Weichi Gong and monk Huiming were
performed by Jingjiao actors. These two are typical jingjiao zhezi plays and remain
popular in Kunqu. In these plays, regardless of their status as kings or ministers,
historical heroes, underworld deities, corrupt villains, or unnamed minor characters,
each jingjiao role was distinctively portrayed. In the Northern style, even the primary
roles of sheng and dan are challenging to perform the singing, let alone those roles
requiring specialized vocal techniques and the demonstration of martial skills and a
commanding presence, as seen in the jingjiao roles. The survival of such scattered

* Professor,Department of Chinese Literature Soochow University.
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plays is remarkably challenging, underscoring the unique significance of artistic
training in role-specific stagecraft for zhezi plays. This article investigates the original
sources of the abovementioned eight zhezi plays, their relationship with the original
dramas, and analyzes their transmission, development, and evolution during the Ming
and Qing dynasties, including some that have vanished. It also examines how
Wan-huo Voices highlights character traits through compilation and its significance in
the history of Chinese opera.

Keywords @ Wan-huo Voices, zhezi plays, jingjiao, northern drama,

Kunju
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