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Discuss the Uniqueness of Form and Content on the
Series of Five-character Regulated Verse Poems ‘Twenty

Poems of Dunhuang’

Cheng, Yi-Chuan

Abstract

‘Dunhuang Twenty Poems’ is a series of five-character regulated verse
poems depicting the landscapes and buildings of Dunhuang. There are six
manuscript records of these poems, and they hold significant value in the study
of ancient geography and history within Dunhuang studies. Current discussions
often focus on deducing the writing period and the author. However, from the
perspective of literary works, ‘Dunhuang Twenty Poems’ differs from typical
frontier poems. Even the commonly used term series of five-character regulated
verse poems occasionally violates the rules of regulated verse.

Using the latest publication, “The Complete Dunhuang Poems”, as the
primary text, it is evident that ‘Dunhuang Twenty Poems’ often incorporate
detailed descriptions of small scenes and objects in their content, expressing
personal feelings of the author. This contrasts with the usual frontier poems that
often carry a resolute patriotic sentiment and depict the grandeur of vast deserts
and mountains with majestic momentum. In terms of form, while ‘Dunhuang
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Twenty Poems’ skillfully demonstrate the aesthetic appeal of regulated verse,
issues such as repeated characters, three level tones in the last three characters,
and basic metrical problems like lack of tonal parallelism and syntactic
parallelism also appear. This is because ‘Dunhuang Twenty Poems’ essentially
represent the writings of long-term residents about the harsh living environment,
rather than the romantic heroism. Furthermore, the writing style is close to the
common in Mid-to-Late Tang Dynasty. Therefore, this study could help
re-examine this renowned series and also address current scholarly evidence
suggesting that this series was created during Mid-to-Late Tang period.

Keywords: ‘Twenty Poems of Dunhuang’, Frontier poems, five-character
regulated verse poems, Mid-to-Late Tang Dynasty, “The Complete Dunhuang
Poems”
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On the Distinctions Between Jiaxuan’s Poetry and Ci

with the Same Theme and Different Form

Shao,Jun-jun

Abstract

As a key figure of the bold Ci poetry style in the Southern Song Dynasty,
Xin Qiji has long been a focal point in the field of classical literature research.
However, due to the significant disparity in the number of his surviving poems
and Ci, most scholars have focused on the study of his Ci, with relatively less
attention paid to his poetry. In recent years, as studies on Xin Qiji have deepened,
there has been an increasing interest in his essays and poetry. Research into Xin
Qij1’s poetry has primarily involved examining its artistic style, the origins of its
composition, and comparing it with his Ci.

In the comparative study of Xin Qiji’s poetry and Ci, the assumption that
"his poetry is inferior to his Ci" has long been a default premise in the research.
In recent years, some scholars have attempted to explain the reasons behind this
notion, but their explanations often cite ancient critiques rather than examining
the texts of Xin Qiji’s poetry and Ci themselves. This article analyzes and
compares the preferences for selecting similar themes in Jiaxuan's poetry, as well
as the emotional differences between works of the same and different genres, it is
found that although Jia Xuan agrees with the concept of "poetry as the standard
form", due to the two large-scale anti poetry movements of the court, Jia Xuan's
identity as a reformed person, and the reasons for his repeated impeachment, he
had to choose to replace poetry with words and avoid slander. Due to these reasons,
the number of poems written by Jia Xuan is far less than that of ci, which has
greatly expanded the functionality and improved the art of c¢i under Jia Xuan's pen.

Keywords: Xin Qiji, Same Theme and Different Form, Literary Form Perception,
Poetry Avoidance for Slander Prevention
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Who is asking ? Who is responding?
On the phenomenon of literati using planchettes

in Yuan Mei's ""Zi Bu yu"

Zeng,Xue-jie

Abstract

This passage discusses the depiction of literati seeking guidance through
divination in the Qing Dynasty novel "Zi Buyu." Despite the numerous stories in
the book—over seven hundred—the focus remains on the thirty or so instances of
literati consulting divination. The decision to focus on this stems from the
observation that the content primarily centers on literati seeking answers about
fame, lifelong pursuits, and daily activities, covering both their official careers
and personal lives.

The text is divided into three parts. Firstly, it points out that both the diviners
(questioners) and divining spirits (responders) in the "Zi Buyu" divination rituals
are mostly literati. It discusses the reasons behind the predominance of literati as
divining spirits in the recorded stories. Secondly, building upon the previous
discussion, it explores the motives and reasons for literati seeking divination
during the era of the imperial examinations and how divining spirits respond.
Additionally, it delves into the benefits that divination provides literati in their
daily lives, beyond the realm of the imperial examinations, through three sections:
"Divination for a Lifetime Decision," "Divination to Avoid Misfortune," and
"Divination for Common Enjoyment and Medicine Inquiry." Divination, a
common theme in the writings of Qing Dynasty literati, is analyzed to reveal the
celestial order present in divination rituals. The interactions between literati and
divining spirits, as well as the belief networks constructed through these
interactions, are explored, highlighting the uniqueness of divination in this context
compared to other forms of fortune-telling.
keyword: Zi Bu Yu,literatui planchettes,imperial examination,fame
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