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Soochew University

Commentary on interpretations of Zhuangzi’s notion
of "yang gin"'

Hsu, Ming-chu
Abstract

" yang qin " had never raised too much controversy in historical
interpretations, conventional interpretations were often abbreviated or
overlooked (self-evident thus not noted), in cases when annotation were made,
they were often interpretations of filial piety.

As the practice of questioning the past had become wide spread in modern
times, the notion of “ysang qin” is thought of as being discrepant to the
trouble-free spirit of the Zhuangzi school of thought. In addition, the gist of the
“yang sheng zhu” chapter emphasized on the good nourishment of one’s own
body and mind, rather than the discrepant idea of good nourishment of one’s
parents, thus many have developed alternative interpretations.

The current study will examine and analyze contemporary scholars’ various
concerns on the meaning of “yang qin”, and provides evidence that the old
interpretation of “to nourish our parents” as nourishing of one’s parents well is
the more appropriate interpretation.

Moreover, an explanation is offered on the inclusion of “yang gin” by
Zhuangzi into the notion “yang sheng” was due to Zhuangzi seeing “ai gin” as
“fate”. The theme of Zhuangzi’s approach to life is to avoid conflict with the
world, “fate” is the fact of life, to go along with this fate is to nourish life, and to
care for one’s parents.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, yang sheng zhu, yang gin, yang sheng
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Consciousness of Thought in Yu Da-Fu's

Travel Essays

Cheng, Chiung-hui
Abstract

Yu, Da-Fu is considered the predecessor of modern Chinese travel essays.
Yu’s patriotism serves as the keynote of his work. His writing reveals that he
absorbs nature with an attitude of enjoying art work as well as life; he examines
nature with the aesthetic ideal of “searching for the original beauty”; he becomes
intimate with nature by identifying himself with it. Yu’s work depicts beautiful
landscapes and yet also concerns his country and his people, which are a link to
his life and a reflection of his mind. Yu is extremely candid and shows all of his
thinking in his work. He is a representative figure among the Romantic activists
of the May Fourth Movement. Romanticism values one’s spontaneous feelings.
Each of Yu’s works faithfully describes his observations and feelings for the
beauty of the scenes along his voyages. Furthermore, Yu’s travel essays convey
a strong awareness of his thinking. We can infer his antiestablishment ideas and
opposition to the mundane world. However, Yu comes to appreciate that there is
a gap between the ideal and reality. To solve this conflict, he arrives at the
transcendental notion that "it would be better just to go home?"

Keywords: travel essays, searching for the original beauty,
May Fourth Movement, Romanticism
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Put the Third-World Literature into Practice:

Re-reading Chen Ying-Zhen’s Literary Writings and
Production

Tseng, Ching-yu”
Abstract

Chen Ying-Zhen’s literary writings and relevant production in 1980s as a
whole could be regarded as a way of practice of the Third-World Literature. In
1980s, Chen wrote several fictional works, including “Cloud” within the
“Washington Building” series and “Mountain Roads” trilogy; in the former,
Chen criticized the inter-national capitalism and in the latter, he dealt with the
historical memories and in the White Terror period. Chen adds controversial
issues of 1980s, such as nation-identity, social groups and class conflicts into
these stories as a way of expression of his responses to topics of Taiwan’s
history, social problems and nationalism. At the meantime, Chen set up an
influential magazine, “Ren-jian” monthly, in 1985 and put his literary ideals into
practice. “Ren-Jian” is a reportage magazine, mainly concerning about current
social and cultural events, of which public readers are usually ignorant. In the
paper, 1 would like to explore Chen’s thoughts in 1980s by re-reading his stories
and analyzing the way he devotes to “Ren-Jian”

Keywords: Chen Ying-Zhen, the Third-World Literature, Ren-Jian Monthly

* Tsing Hua University Chinese Literature PH.D. student
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The Analysis of Female Images in Mandarin Pop
Songs in Taiwan in Two Decades

Teng, I-yun
Abstract

This article is mainly based on the description from” Le deuxiéme sexe” ,
written by Simone de Beauvoir. It dissects songs which are sung by female
singers. Through recognizing the transformation of female self- identity, the
female images in mandarin popular songs are more widely known.

For women in old times, love is their life and destiny. Morals and family
expectation are the meaning for women to live. However, love relationship
varies because of changeable morality. Women in modern times live more
independently than those in old times. When they confront difficulties of
romance, comparing with their previous generations, women today have more
courage and predominance.

With the economic independence and the rise of female awareness, women
today are more autonomous and disobedient. They arise problems instead of
waiting ;they appraise (see) instead of being evaluated (seen) ; they fulfill
themselves instead of being silent. Furthermore , their self-accomplishment is
expressed in male images and diction . This is the progress of feminism. Women
can have their own ideas and rights of choice when they are in love.

As a saying goes “several men , several minds.” Love is not able to last
forever. Women are fearless and dauntless when they are troubled by rumors and
gossips. Women with independent personality are inclined to face the situation
and recover from sadness easily when they break up with someone. Women
today are strong, independent and gallant.

Keywords: Le deuxiéme sexe ~ female singer ~ popular song ~ female images
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